PUBLIC MEETING
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS
BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO

SEPTEMBER 26, 1979

AL MURREY: 8o to begin with as 1 do call om you to come up and speak
which we would appreciate it if you would give your name and if you are
ssgociated with an interest group or whatever, you might state that. 8o
to begin with I call on Mr. Don Howell,

DON HOWELL: Jim, we just had that sheet that, where is that part, poiat
source, I'm going to speak on the poist source, and if I'm right well,
bzfore I atatt out. This in the new suggestions, is it not?

AL MURREY: Yes, they are,

DON HOWELL: I'®m Don Howell, 1'm president of Kootenai Valley Reclsmation
Association. 1 represeat 15 organized drainage districts and 2 privstely
owned districta. These drainsge districts, each have at lesst one point
source, existing point source area or poimt, 1 don't know how to put it.
I want to ssy point source, what they are, are either pusping stations
or gravity drains. For your {aformetion a drainage district, of courve,
has a dike all the way around it and the water that falls in it or comes
in from the side or falls naturally from the form of snow has to get out
and it gets out much the way it used to through the old drainage chenneln
which go out through s gravity drain or pipe through the dike is the way
it uned to go. But when the viver ia higher, it is necessary than to
pump the water out of the drainage district rather than the gravity
drain. Now a8 1 understand it from our primary concern, of course, is
the keeping open of these point sources and according to this, 1 don't
see any problems. I don't know, what are you shaking your head about,

DENNIS GRAY: Well, it's not technically a point scurce and it.

DON HOWELL: Oh, it isa’t, Well, according to you it wasp't, but 1
don’t kmow why it woulda't be.

DENNIS GRAY: [t would not be because the actual source of the pollutant
is aot a poiot source,

DON HOWE : 1 know it didn't fit your deacriptiom, but it sure sounds
like one, doesn't it? 1'm glad to know it isn't s point source. If it
dossn't have a point aource, 1 don't have too such concern with the
exception. What if a new pumping station were to be wanted to be put
in? My point being, I douht if any new ones will be done any more. But
since Libby Dam was constructed some new problems have stisep or changes,
let me put it that way, have arisen end we're not sure what will happen
vhen we have a series of wet years. So far we've had dry years, and it
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the points of discharge or dew points of diecharge, if a new industry
came iotn the ares and proposed to diacherge at a point, would enforce-
ment take place prior to comstruction as far as whatever industry or
entity wsated to discharge, submitting plans to show that they will meet
these new requirements prior to comstruction, or would the measurement
be made after construction sfter the discharge began to see if they were
within compliiance. Nobody spoke to enforcement, how does that work?

AL MURREY: Well, that would take place before, and through another
provision of the Department in the law, all municipal and {ndustrisl
trestsent facilities must be reviewed, plans sust be reviewed for those,
before they are artually constructed. So that we would enter into
diacuseions, negotiations, whatever with an industry or whatever, prior
to the time of it actually, you know, before construction sctually
began.

PAUL PAPAK: Is that the sawe with sny new point diacharge on a river
clessified such as this?

AL MURREY: Yes sir, that's right. Yes sir.

JOHN KANEES: My name is John Kapees. I wvas wondering if thomse dis-
charges were based on industry itself, or was it estimated by EPA?

Al NURREY: In other wards, the improved level of discharge?

JOHN KANEES: 1If they say there is going to be a certain smount of
diacharge, FPA would take their figure for granted or would they use
their own facts?

AL MURREY: Basically in the State of Idabo, what we would do is we

wouid have to take what they say they are going to diacharge in pollu=
tants, whether it 15 bio-chemical oxygen demand, or whatever, you koow,
dissolved oxygen levela, whatever is going to impact the river, and wve

outgide thk mixing zone,
those level

h#n we could oot approve that dischsrge at

JOHN KANEES: Wh ou mean by mining zone?

AL MURREY: Oksy, in some cases for the large stream, we do allow some

distance in some. Actually it is a volume of water. We might say one,

voluse for that discharge permit and in
stance, me eet or 2,000. Okay, when it gets dowvn te

that ahuuu, r.h:n it hn to, it has to meet the quality basically of

the civer water.
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JOHN KANEES: Okay, what would happen if say there was a, they said
there would be some kind of diacharge, you know, what sre the decimions
to be made on that? And if it was built and those discharges were
different than what they were supposed to be?

AL MURREY: Okay, thea we would have to precipitate some enforcement
actions ageioet that industry or whatever,

JOHN KANEES: Would it be closed down or would it be...

AL MURREY: Well, probably not closed down. What we would probably do
is go to the Bosrd of Health, we could file a complaint and there would
be an order, there could be an order {ssued which would require them to
be of compliance with those levels that they, you kmow, that will meet
the standards, by a certain time, And normally a year and a half or a
couple of years is given for them to meet the standards when somebody is
out of compliance.

JOHN KANEES: That's a long time.

AL MURREY: Well, we do have to give them time to construct their facili-
ties, 1f they need to construct new facilities to treat down to that
level. It does take time to do that empecially with the, you know, the
wvinters we have in Idsho. I believe this hand was the firat.

ELLEN DIETEL: I was going to ask, what determines the practical mixing
zone? Is it the volume coming into the water? Is it the size of the
teceiving body? 1Is it a combination of those factors?

AL MURREY: Dennis, could probably better explain that. It is im our
regulations. .

DENNIS GRAY: All of the above? No, the size of, yo
is. It is determined possibly even as to where it
crook or a bend in the river, the size of it.
point of discharge would be (g : L
p an th omminities that you are trying ta profgct and, of course,
you would avoid getting arean which are known for either their
food production, aquatic food production, or spawning charscteristice
snd a1l of these have to be taken into consideration. With these regula-~
tions, it is poashile, or these proposed regulstions, it is also pos-
sible that we could have a multiple mixing zones for a single discharge.
So that perhapa for one parameter which might be a metal ar s pollutant
of high toxic, high toxicity, it migat have a very, very short mixing
zone while perhaps one such as dissolved oxygen or BOD which the water
itself, we'll go shead and, we talk about this self-cleansing propertiea
of water, might be one of greater expanse.

ELLER DIETEL: I have a question., In the Department likely to give &
permit to a new industry that they are immediately going to have to turn
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